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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 



MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period wilt apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 ) jxl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jan 22, 2001 . 



2a) jx) This action is FINAL. 



2b) □ This action is non-final. 



3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 
4)K Claim (s) 1 and 63-85 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)53 Claim(s) 81-85 



6) 53 Claim(s) 1 and 63-80 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
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10)D The drawing(s) filed on 
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1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Introduction 

1 . The rejections of record as set forth in the last Office action (paper no. 5), not repeated 
herein, have been withdrawn in view of Applicant's arguments and amendments to the present 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. Claims 1 and 63-80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, the recitation of "crosslinking the first and second polymers, wherein the step 
of crosslinking independently increases the degree of crosslinking of each polymer to a higher 
final amount" is unclear. It is not clear how the crosslinking independently increases the degree 
of crosslinking of each polymer to a higher final amount. There is no recitation of the first and 
second polymers having been initially crosslinked, or treated in such a manner that crosslinking 
would independently affect the degree of crosslinking of each polymer. In the last office action 
the Examiner indicated claim 66 as allowable which includes the limitation of "wherein the first 
and second polymers.. ..independently crosslinked to an initial degree". Did Applicant intend to 
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recite this limitation to clarify that the two layers are treated differently prior to the step of 
crosslinking of the two layers (in contact)? Clarification is requested. 



The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a process for overmolding tubes 
comprising: inserting a tube of a first polymer having a first polymer initial degree of crosslinking, 
the first polymer having an inner diameter, at least partially into a mold and at least partially onto 
a cylindrical mandrel, an outer diameter of the mandrel dimensioned so as to allow the inner 
diameter of the tube to slide thereon, the mold containing a void for receiving a second polymer, 
the void co-acting with the mandrel and the tube to define an overmolding shape; injection 
molding a second polymer having a second polymer initial degree of crosslinking, the initial 
degrees of crosslinking being selected independently for the first and second polymers, over the 
tube and the mandrel in the void of the mold; and crosslinking the first and second polymers to a 
final degree, the final degree of crosslinking for the first and second polymers being selected 
independently for the first and second polymers. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 81-85 are allowable over the prior art of record. 
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Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

4 

should be directed to R. Dye whose telephone number is (703) 308-433 1 . 




Primary Examiner 
Tech Center 1 700 

R. Dye 

April 17, 2001 



